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GEORGE WINSTON
PLAINS
solo piano

PART 1
1. Dubuque (traditional American, arranged by George Winston) 2:27

A variation on an American fiddle tune, that I first learned from the great harmonica player,
Rick Epping, played by him as a medley with the fiddle tune, Billy on the Low Land. | later
recorded Billy on the Low Land as a piano solo on my alboum, MONTANA-A LOVE
STORY; and I also recoded Dubuque on my soundtrack for the children’s film, PUMPKIN
CIRCLE, produced by George Levinson and Informed Democracy
[www.informeddemocracy.com].

2. Before Barbed Wire (Philip Aaberg) 4:19
By Montana pianist, Philip Aaberg, on his album, OuT OF THE FRAME. | have also recorded
two other Phil Aaberg pieces: Nevertheless Hello, on my aloum, MONTANA — A LOVE

STORY, (also on Phil’s album, OuT OF THE FRAME), and Spring Creek, on my SUMMER
album, (also on Phil’s album, HIGH PLAINS).

All of Phil Aaberg’s music has been very inspirational to me, including his other Montana
theme albums, UPRIGHT, LIVE IN MONTANA, FIELD NOTES, and his solo piano album
of movie themes, CINEMA. Phil’s music beautifully captures the essence of Montana - it
has been a great experience to be driving there, listening to his music while going to the
places that inspired him to compose. Phil Aaberg’s website is www.sweetgrassmusic.com.

3. Frangenti (Massimo Gatti) 3:51
A love song by the Italian mandolinist and composer, Massimo Gatti. My arrangement was
inspired by the version by Butch Baldassari, (1952-2009), on his aloum with the Nashville
Mandolin Ensemble, PLECTRASONICS.

4. Give Me Your Hand/La Valse Pour Les Petites Jeunes Filles (traditional Irish/ traditional
Belgian, arranged by Patrick Ball & George Winston) 2:41

This medley features the first parts of two songs:

Give Me Your Hand, a traditional Irish love song, is inspired by the version by Celtic wire
string harpist, Patrick Ball, on his album, CeLTIC HARP |: THE MusIC OF TURLOUGH
O’CAROLAN.

La Valse Pour Les Petites Jeunes Filles (The Waltz for the Young Ladies), a traditional
Belgian waltz, is also inspired by Patrick Ball, on his album, CELTIC HARP IV: O’CAROLAN’S
DREAM.

5. No Ke Ano Ahiahi (In the Evening Time) (traditional Hawaiian, arranged by George
Winston) 5:12
I usually play this piece as a guitar solo. This is the first Hawaiian song I fell in love with
back in the mid 1970s. It is most inspired by the slow version by the late Phillip “Gabby”


http://www.informeddemocracy.com/
http://www.sweetgrassmusic.com/
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Pahinui (1918-1980), the father of the modern Slack Key guitar era, on his album, THE
GABBY PAHINUI HAWAIIAN BAND - VOLUME 2 (Panini Records). | first heard this song as an
up-tempo version by Gabby Pahinui with the Sons of Hawai'i on their album, THE ISLAND
HERITAGE (Panini Records). | have also been inspired by a version recorded by Gabby’s son,
Cyril Pahinui, on his album, 6 & 12 STRING SLACK KEY (Dancing Cat Records), and Keola
Beamer on his album, WooDEN BOAT (Dancing Cat Records), as well as Led Kaapana and
Bob Brozman, as a pure Slack Key and acoustic steel guitar duet on their alboum, IN THE
SADDLE (Dancing Cat Records). [Also see www.dancingcat.com].

I always envision the Hawaiians looking out over the water at night when | hear this song,
and | always hear it in my head when | look out over the vastness of the plains.

Dedicated to the memory of Larry Angen.
6. Graduation 1:47

7. Teach Me Tonight (Gene De Paul & Sammy Cahn) 4:13
Inspired by the vision of a Montana Saturday night dance. This standard was written in
1953, with music by Gene De Paul and lyrics by Sammy Cahn. | was also very inspired by
New Orleans R&B pianist, James Booker (1939-1983),
[www.georgewinston.com/faqgs.html#booker], and the New Orleans R&B/jazz pianist,
Henry Butler [www.henrybutler.com].

8. Rainsong  4:41
9. Merry-Go-Round (traditional American, arranged by George Winston) 3:23

PART 2
10. The Dance (Tony Arata) 4:50
By the Nashville songwriter, Tony Arata.

11. Cloudburst  3:10
Inspired by the work of the 20th century composer, Steve Reich. | play this piece in the
middle of the song Carol of the Bells, (on my aloum, DECEMBER), in my Winter Concerts.

12. The Swan (Angelo Badalamenti & David Lynch) 6:14
Music by soundtrack composer, Angelo Badalamenti, with lyrics by David Lynch. This song
was on Julee Cruise’s first aloum, FLOATING INTO THE NIGHT, that came out in conjunction
with the TwIN PEAKS television series, and which also had great soundtrack music by Angelo
Badalementi.

13. "lke la Ladana (Queen Lili'uokalani, public domain, arranged by George Winston) 6:39
This is another piece | usually play on solo guitar. It was written in 1887, by Hawai'i’s Queen
Lili'uokalani (1838-1917), one of my favorite composers. She also used this melody for
another song she wrote, called Queen’s Jubilee. My arrangement was inspired by Slack Key
guitarist/composer, Dennis Kamakahi’s version on his album, "OHANA [FAMILY] (Dancing
Cat Records). Dennis is my favorite vocal interpreter of Queen Lili'uokalani’s pieces. Ozzie


http://www.dancingcat.com/
http://www.georgewinston.com/faqs.html#booker
http://www.henrybutler.com/
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Kotani, another great Slack Key guitarist, is my favorite instrumental interpreter of
Lili'uokalani’s pieces. Ozzie has recorded an album of her songs, To HONOR A QUEEN —E
HoO’OHIWAHIWA | KA MO’ WAHINE — THE MusIC OF LILI’UOKALANI (Dancing Cat

Records). My piano version was recorded at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, in 1999.
Dedicated to the memory of Sally Neumiller.
14. Plains (Eastern Montana Blues)  3:49

15. Angel (Sarah McLachlan) 6:33
By Sarah McLachlan from her album, SURFACING. It was also featured in the film, CiTY OF

ANGELS. My version was again inspired by New Orleans pianists, James Booker and Henry
Butler.

16. Waltz for the Lonely (Chet Atkins & Charles Goodrum) 3:17
This ballad by guitarist Chet Atkins, (1924-2001), worked best for me as a piano solo. Chet
recorded it on his video, CHET ATKINS AND FRIENDS-MusIC FROM THE HEART, and on his
recording, THE MAGIC OF CHET ATKINS (Heartland Records).

Total time — 67:52

Dubuque, No Ke Ano Ahiahi (In the Evening Time), Graduation, Rainsong, Merry-Go-Round,
Cloudburst, lke la Ladana, and Plains (Eastern Montana Blues), published by Dancing Cat
Music (BMI), administered by Wixen Music

Before Barbed Wire published by Mixed Emotions Music (ASCAP)/Beautiful Daughter Music
(ASCAP)

Frangenti published by Slocum Hollow Songs (BMI)

Give Me Your Hand/La Valse Pour Les Petites Jeunes Filles published by Patrick Ball and
Dancing Cat Music (BMI), administered by Wixen Music

Teach Me Tonight published by Hub Music Company, Inc. (ASCAP)/WB Music Corp.
(ASCAP).

The Dance published by Morganactive Songs Inc. (ASCAP)

The Swam published by OK Paul Music (BMI)

Angel published by Sony/ATV Songs LLC (BMI)

Waltz for the Lonely published by MCA Music Publishing (ASCAP)

Produced by George Winston, Cathy Econom, and Howard Johnston

Recorded & Mixed by Howard Johnston

Additional engineering by Justin Lieberman, Adam Mufoz, Mark Slagle, & Jack Crymes
Mastered by Bernie Grundman at Bernie Grundman Mastering in Hollywood, CA

Piano technician: John Pfeifer

Aurt direction by Sonny Mediana

Assistant art director: Joanie K.Y. Chan Jones

Liner notes assistance and editing by Corrina Burnley

Research assistance by Gail Korich, Heather Gray, and Saskia Lucas
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Photography by Willard Clay

For a complete discography and more information see www.georgewinston.com

Special thanks to my late father George Winston Jr., Mary Winston, Philip & Patty Aaberg,
everybody at the Alberta Bair Theater in Billings, Montana, and all the Montana theatres, food
banks, promoters, and piano technicians, Lexi Alexsich, Jenni Aleksich, Terry Analora and
everyone at Custer County High School in Miles City, MT, the Angen Family, Bethann Baffuto,
Rick Becker, Esther Benson, Tim Bergstrom, Big Sky Journal, the Binkholter Family, the Boeck
family, Mark Browning, the Bullock family, R.J. & Carolyn Burns, Gertrude Butorac, Molly
Calvert, Cindy, Chuck Cissna, Megan Corwin, Dona Cranston, George Cromarty, Sondra Daly,
Cally Davidson, Lynn DeBree, Dennis Dell, Sheila Devitt, the Dreifuss family, the Econom
family, Bill & Ken Ehersman, lan Elliot, Tom Elliott & everyone at the N Bar Ranch, the Elmore
family, the Emerson Cultural Center in Bozeman, Margaret Ezekiel, Dan Farmer, Charlotte
Fannon, Deborah Gage, Karen, Anna & Alex Gebarski, Gordon Habel, Vicky Hammond &
everyone at the Schoolhouse History & Art Center in Colstrip, MT, Mike Harkins, Pamela
Harris, John Hartford, Sara Hatfield, Dick & Patty Haugen, Dennis Hirsch, David Horgan & the
Big Sky Mudflaps Band, Frosty Horton, Greg Howlett, Judy Howard, the Hunter family, Tammy
& Jeff Hutten & everyone at the Full Circle Herb Farm, Injo Saleeby, Kim Irons, the Iverson
family, Dennis Kamakahi, Bob Kaufman, Alma Kenyon, Sue Kilwein, Connie Knight, Penny
Lambert, John Langeliers, the Langstaff family, Carolyn Lee, Ellen & John Lehfeldt, George
Levenson, the Liane family, the Lockrem family, Lokelani, Merilee Lube, Dennis Luderer, Jerry
Lussey, the Macarah family, Makoshika State Park in Glendive, the Manguson family, Mary
McCaslin, Jane & Caitlin McHugh, Jimmy McKeever, Judy Devane McLaurin, Michael
McManus, Alexandra & Tom Melhuse, Larry Mitchell, Rhonda Molloy, Lorraine Monson,
Jimmy McKeever, Dr. Murton Mucloskey & the Native American Scholarship Fund in
Browning, Helen Mulroney, Adam Munson-Young, Rachel Munson-Young, Irene Muyres, the
Najjar Family, the Neumiller family, Chris Orrall, Bla & Kathleen Pahinui, Linda Patenaude,
Melodie Phipps, Steve Procaccini, Pua Lilia, Denise & Jim Rafferty, the Reeves Family, Sally
Rehbein, Linda Reynolds, Jill Rittermal, Kim Robertson, Sandra Schiavon, the Schindele family,
the Schneider family, Jim Schreiber, the Shane family, Laurie Snedden, Syd & Sandy Sonneborn,
Edna Stamp, Diane Stanitski, Vicki Stevens, Gary Stiffelman, Linda Soft, Dianna Stidman,
Cherilyn Sunridge, Katie Thomas, Vicki Thomas, Colleen Thrailkill, Tom Ulrich, the Upman
family, Stuart Weber, Tom Welton, P.J. Wenham & the Wenham Family, Nicole Wheeler, Kathy
White, everyone at the Wilma Theater in Missoula, the Winter family, Kreig Wunderlich, Kathy
Young.

DANCING CAT RECORDS & HAWAIIAN SLACK KEY GUITAR

George Winston is recording many of the masters of Hawaiian Slack Key guitar for
Dancing Cat Records. Slack Key is the name for the beautiful solo finger-style guitar
tradition unique to the Islands, which began in the early 1800s, and pre-dates the better-
known steel guitar by half a century.

For more information about Slack Key, to hear song samples, and to order Dancing Cat
recordings online, visit our website at www.dancingcat.com - which also includes an eight
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section information booklet about Slack Key guitar. If you would like to be on Dancing
Cat’s mailing list, or if you have any questions about Slack Key guitar, please email us at
ml@dancingcat.com.

All pieces composed or arranged by George Winston except where noted.

WWW.georgewinston.com

© (p) 1999 Dancing Cat Music / Distributed by Dancing Cat Records, PO Box 4287, Santa Cruz,
CA 95063 / All Right Reserved / The Dancing Cat logo is a registered trademark of Dancing Cat
Productions, Inc.
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